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How street
plans in-
fluence
architec-
ture.

increases the distances necessarily covered in getting from
one point in a city to almost any other. The plan is also
thought by some to be a considerable factor in traffic con-
gestion; in that it brings street vehicles into contact at
right angles wherever the thoroughfares intersect. One
need only watch the intersecting streams of traffic at the
corner of Fifth Avenue and Forty-Second Street in New
York City, for example; to realize the problem that arises
from such a situation. On the other hand, it is extremely
doubtful whether any other than a right-angled scheme of
street intersection would not really make our traffic prob-
lems worse instead of better. The easy-flowing junctions
which our landscape architects have preferred in park drives
because they are graceful and expressive are now becoming
in many cases excessively dangerous with the amount of
high-speed traffic which swings through them. The best
authorities on city planning are rapidly coming back to the
opinion that the straight rectangular intersection; with all its
apparent defects, is in the long run the best way of getting
two streams of traffic across each other, and this whether
the traffic be light and rapid or heavy and slow. This is a
point which deserves emphasis, because in popular discus-
sions the sins of the rectangular corner as a traffic impedi-
ment have had a very prominent place.

A really grave defect of this street arrangement, however,
is the architectural limitation which it imposes upon a com-
munity. The rectangular street plan generally means that
building lots are all rectangular and of the same shape and
depth. A narrow frontage on the street with a more liberal
depth is the usual arrangement. All corners are set square
to the curb. The result is that, when an architect attempts
to make full use of the lot (as the owner expects him to do),
the situation leaves little opportunity for the exercise of orig-
inality. To this factor is due in large degree the routine
architectural character of so many streets, particularly in the
residential sections of American cities. If the architecture